[image: image1.jpg]



To:  Mev C Kannemeyer 1533
Nuusbrief - Newsletter June 2011
CONFERENCE 2011
Dear colleagues,

 

With the much anticipated Common Wealth Conference, including the PSSA’s and CPA’s AGM’s combined, now something of the past, we may look forward to an exciting future for pharmacy.
Many interesting sessions were presented at the conference and delegates had a difficult choice as to which sessions they would like to attend. Excellent sessions were presented by experts, on prescription and other medicine across borders;
topics on chronic and communicable diseases and treatments and medication; 

dilemmas facing pharmacy schools and skills shortage;
a fair amount of speculation on NHI, and how pharmacists may be part of it;
input from abroad as to the practical implications and experiences from other countries on systems like NHI; regulation of complimentary medicines; counterfeit medicines; and a few sessions on pediatric medicine, to name just a few.

From these sessions a few things are clear:  Firstly, that numerous opportunities for pharmacists will arise from changing circumstances in future; and secondly, pharmacists in South-Africa are “over qualified” for what their present scope of practice allows them to do.

But on the contrary, pharmacists will have to be alert and adapt fast, even if they have to submit to further education when demanded by authorities.  However, it is quite clear that the real needs of the majority of society in our country remain unresolved as poorly qualified, unwilling or inexperienced healthcare personnel at present is charged with a task at hand too big for them to handle.  

The AGM’s of both PSSA and CPS provided a lot of excitement during the election of office bearers.  For PSSA Sybil, Johann and Danie were re-elected after a tuff with the constitution.  At CPS Wim Grobbelaar was elected as president with Kobus le Roux as his vice, while Pep Manolas was re-elected as honorary secretary and Danie as treasurer. 

☺On the lighter side … 
PILLETJIE AND CONFERENCE

Very enthusiastic, with a lot of bravery, full of “piss and vinegar” Mr and Mrs Pilletjie boarded the plane at Lanseria with the rest of the delegation.  On arrival at King Shaka International a team-building session for the Pretoria-branch delegation was organized – raft building and -racing, and abseiling.  It was with the latter that Mr Pilletjie’s confidence was not enough to overcome his fear of heights.  So bad was this fear that even watching the rest of the team doing their thing from a dizzy height caused Pilletjie to go into spasms though as if his lower extremities were dipped into a bucket of ice.  Some of the delegates enjoyed it so much that they even went for a second time! (after two weeks Pilletjie is still taking heavy sedatives to control the nightmares!)  As for all those delegates who completed their abseiling – now there is the material to build a nation with!

You will remember Pilletjie’s prophetic dream of Circumcising Nongoma Pharmacists, (Newsletter March 2010).  For those who do not remember, here it is again:

Nongoma Pharmacists

To survive in the cruel world of Retail Pharmacy, Pilletjie had to revert to various other means of income. After all the venues of additional clinical services like Blood Pressure monitoring, Blood Glucose measuring, Inoculation, etc have been exploited, the income from these services still did not cover the overhead expenses Pilletjie had to incur in order to be able to render the said services. Pilletjie still had to go find another after-hour job as Locum to supplement his meager income. And to keep Mrs Pilletjie’s mouth shut.
As Pilletjie dosed off on the couch after another hectic day and a slight bowel-dysfunction for which he used Len-O-Lax, he searched for a few other opportunities: Why can’t Pilletjie do Circumcisions? He is trained well, have a clear understanding of aseptic and sterile conditions, physiology, and he and his colleagues are well distributed in rural areas. Circumcisions can be done under local anesthetic, wounds be treated well, and patients can be off to Donker Skool again, with little or no fear of life threatening infections. Is there anybody out there to support Pilletjie, maybe in the Pharmacy Council?
Furthermore Pilletjie acquired a leopard skin, knob kierie, a few dolosse and voila! Pilletjie became a Sangoma. And what a utopian working environment this is! No regulations, no medicine control, no licensing, no premises inspections, and the patients have all the respect (or fear) in the world for you. 
Oh yes, and maternity services! The pregnant patient in any case does everything by herself. Pilletjie only has to cut the cord and send them home, nowadays within 2 days after delivery! Easy, piece of cake!
You don’t like the name Sangoma, alright, how about NON-GOMA, for NON-legislated, NON-compliant, NON-taxable, NON-traceable and NON-regulated tariff. The more I think about it, the more I like!
No Medical Aid Funds - All the patients pay with cash, chicken, sheep or cattle.  Pilletjie and his family will never go hungry again, and we will be able to afford a C63 AMG, and a Black Range Rover Sport Supercharged, and a multi-million rand wedding party for his daughter. And Julius can be our spokesperson, he’s in the news every day, everybody listens to him, has a huge support, criticizes each and everyone, only he can say whatever he wants and not be jailed! Then we will never be in a dilEMMA again. 

And then Pilletjie woke up as his enEMA started taking effect………..

Now back to reality and Pilletjie’s call for support from pharmacy council!  Well, we have just that, and Pilletjie heard it himself, no dreaming – Vassi Naidoo made a case for circumcising pharmacists at conference!  She even warned that some pharmacists might not want to touch it!  “It”?  ... has she been in contact with Mrs Pilletjie?
Remember that you are welcome to share your views with us!
Email us at estelle@pharmacypretoria.co.za or call 012 323 0998
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