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Nuusbrief - Newsletter February 2011
National Executive Committee
PSSA will start a process of marketing pharmacy in South-Africa. This expensive and complex project will commence immediately and will also include possible changes to our website. 
Conference 2011
In anticipation of the annual Conference/AGM (a full conference unlike last year) we will all gather in Durban at the end of May.  With the large number of changes in the pharmacy environment in South-Africa, we may look forward to a lively debate and lots of information. As many pharmacists as possible should attend this Conference.

Scams (“Suspect Concepts and Marketing Schemes”)
Every day fresh and more ingenious schemes by the” less than honest members” of our society are being thought up to assist us in parting from our hard-earned money.
An e-mail from Standard Bank is making its rounds, requesting customers to link to a website to confirm their banking details, failing which will result in their bank account being suspended after a few days and then closed after a week. This e-mail looks authentic and completely above board, but don’t be misled.  If in doubt contact your bank. 

In yet another scam an “employee” from SARS phones you, requesting your bank account number as SARS has to make an urgent refund (as if that ever happens). Of course SARS should have your banking details on file, and no need would arise for them to confirm that by phone. In this case insist on some form of ID and insist on calling back the SARS offices later with your details.

On the lighter side …

PILLETJIE’S  STATE OF THE PROFESSION SPEECH
Dear colleagues, colleagues-to-be, members, members-to-be, associates, friends, foes, wives, wives-to-be, children (known and unknown) and children-to-be (known and unknown) … and if you read this, U2:
I am honored to present you this State of the Profession Speech once again.  As was the case last year, I hereby will be making a number of promises (old ones as well as new ones), but please be kind on me next year when I have to tell you why this year’s promises were not fulfilled. I will compensate for that with yet some new exciting promises.
The one promise I did meet was the one on the new dispensing tariff. Although the tariff was published in December last year, the final word on the application thereof was not spoken yet. I refer to the S0, S1 and S2 pricing. I do promise that this matter will receive my full attention for this year (but please do not keep record of the time spent on increasing the count of my small family – this number is still only two digits … remember that I am still in the low 60’s, young and full of vigor).  For a full report on the state of my health, refer to Mrs Pilletjie if you have the time, the woman talks too much and does too little.
Last year I promised you a newsletter at least quarterly, but due to fiscal, official, financial, compassionate, traveling, economic and supporting constraints, I was not able to fulfill or deliver. This coming year however may be a different case (please refer to paragraph two of this speech).
The lack of pharmacists in South-Africa is highly concerning, and a program will be launched to increase the number of pharmacists. In the interim make use of the opportunities to find a well-paid position as lots of vacancies are being advertised. These vacancies exist mainly in the corporate pharmacy, DSP and DUR environments. Did I not promise to create millions of jobs last year! 
I cannot promise you heaven or hell, but I can promise you that we will all end up either here or there sooner or later.
So then, onwards march to the tune of our very own freedom song … without the approval of an overseas artist with a name my dog Bruno would like!
Thank you ladies and gentlemen, until next year.
Remember that you are welcome to share your views with us!
Email us at estelle@pharmacypretoria.co.za or call 012 323 0998
Pretoria Branch
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